
SIE ACCESS STUDENTS COLLABORATE WITH  TURKISH 
STUDENTS TO CELEBRATE INT’L HUMAN SOLIDARITY DAY
Karachi,        December 20: To mark the International Human Solidarity Day, 
Access students collaborated with high school students from Turkey with a 
purpose to celebrate unity in diversity. Both Pakistani Access students and 
Turkish students exchanged their culture and language through presentations, 
videos and songs, and also learnt the basic conversational phrases of both Urdu 
and Turkish language. The session helped the students to strengthen 
cross-border ties and advance Pakistan’s regional relationships.

Since  2010, I  attended different programs, projects, trainings and 
conferences organized by Society for International Education. Hundreds of 
our students and many teachers are direct and indirect beneficiaries of these 
programs. It was a new and exciting experience of learning for me, my teachers 
and students. Specially our students, that mostly belong to deprived and 
underserved sections of our society got amazing opportunities while attending 
these programs. Global Online Collaboration with students of other countries 
attending student conferences, photowalks, photography sessions, 
storytelling, digital learning and photojournalism labs, were the unique events 
that inculcated IT, creativity and critical thinking skills in them.

These were very futuristic and visionary programs and we may now 
understand the importance during the changing paradigm of Education from 
traditional to online classrooms during school closure last year due to COVID 
19.

The facilitators and the management always extended their full cooperation 
generously with the public sector students and encouraged them in becoming 
an active global citizen. I appreciate Society for International Education team 
for their untiring efforts to mobilize and sensitize  youth for digital learning in 
Pakistan.

Seema Zahid
Assistant Director Quality Assurance
Directorate of School Education Primary
Karachi

Message from Seema Zahid 
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SIE 
PROGRAMS 
AND 
ACTIVITIES

AeN—LIVE SESSION 
WITH AL-JAZEERA 
NEWS JOURNALIST

AeN team conducted online live 
session with Al-Jazeera News 
Journalist on role of media during 
COVID19 and another Facebook 
live session with a renown Sufi 
musician Arieb Azhar on how 
music can connect us and how can 
we use music and art as therapy 

“After giving the   
session on substance 
abuse I realized that 
from now I also 
promise myself to not 
use such things as 
today I told others 
and now it’s my     
responsibility to    
follow the same and I 
should be role  model 
for them ”.

- Yahanna,
SAP Hamara 
Ma’ashra   

YES 2019-2020 VIRTUAL RE-ENTRY SEMINAR 

iEARN Pakistan held a virtual re-entry 
seminar to officially welcome home 76 
high school participants of the 
2019-2020 Kennedy Lugar Youth 
Exchange and Study (YES) program. 
As the guest of honor, U.S. 
Ambassador Paul W. Jones 
congratulated the students for their 
successful completion of the    
exchange and encouraged them to stay 
active in their communities. The event 
featured student presentations in 
which participants highlighted their 
achievements during their year in the 
U.S. as well as an introduction to the 

Pakistan-U.S. Alumni Network 
(PUAN) and the many benefits of 
membership. Areen Zia, a participant 
from Karachi who was placed in 
Ontario, New York, was the voice of 
many when she shared, “This year has 
been a life-changing experience for me 
as it has transformed me into a better 
version of myself to be more 
determined and confident to  pursue 
my ambitions and serve my country.” 
We bid the returnees good fortune in 
the future, hoping they continue to 
shine in the days to come.

U.S. SUMMER SISTERS PROGRAM WEBINAR SERIES 
The U.S. Summer Sisters Summer Exchange Program encourages gifted female high 
school students to imagine more for their future by allowing them to study science, 
leadership, international affairs, among others topics, at U.S. universities. Through 
the generous support of the U.S. Department of State, the U.S. Embassy in Pakistan, 
and the academic partners, Summer Sisters participants have developed leadership 
skills, gained confidence to invest in their future, and served as cultural ambassadors 
to the United States. The U.S. Summer Sisters Exchange Program conducted four  
webinars for its audience to give them firsthand knowledge of the program and the 
procedure. The webinar topics were Importance of exchange programs, Studing 
Medicine, Studying STEM and Studying Undergrad Abroad. The sessions were 
conducted from October to December 2020 and were well appreciated by the viewers 

AeN Team conducted orientation sessions in Shireen Jinnah community for 
interested and active participants and community members. The process of selection 
of the youth was done on a written test and interview questions. From Shireen Jinnah 
Colony a total number of 176 participants were selected out of which 70 were male 
and 106 were female beneficiaries. During this phase a total of 16 online and 
on-ground SAPs were implemented by SIE -AeN participants.

These SAPs included Corona se Bachao k Totkay, Mental Health, certification 
program on awareness of COVID-19 from an International Medical University, 
Hamara Ma’ashra, Zimmedar Jawan, Filmsaazi, App Corona,   Parenting, On-ground 
community awareness campaigns, Mask and Gloves distribution campaign, Ration 
distribution to the widows and needy families of the community.

SIE AZME NAUJAWAN ONLINE SAPS DURING COVID-19

“This year has been a life-changing experience for me as 
it has transformed me into a better version of myself to 
be more determined and confident to pursue my 
ambitions and serve my country.” 
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SIE LAUNCHES CAREER DEVELOPMENT AND MENTORING 
PROGRAM FOR GIRLS AND WOMEN 

Career Development and Mentoring Program (CDMP) is an online program aimed at 
elevating the skillset of girls and women in five major thematic areas. In Pakistan, the 
program is implemented by Society for International Education (SIE) in 
collaboration with S&P Global Pakistan. 

The sessions are delivered by the experts and trainers at S&P Global Pakistan, which 
is a Fortune-500 company. As part of this program, the students are provided with 
online sessions related to their chosen thematic area and connected with a mentor to 
help them advance in their field of interest. 

The program is under the initiative of Million Women Mentor (MWM) and STEM 
Connector, which is a global movement to spark the interest and confidence in 
women and girls to pursue STEM careers and leadership opportunities through the 
power of mentoring. 

This is an ongoing program and till date, the program has reached 837 female 
students and professionals.

For more information, please visit https://www.millionwomenmentors.com/home-mwm.

Following are the areas covered during each thematic area of the program, along with 
their relevant statistics. 

      How to Create an Impactful CV/Resume and Maintain the LinkedIn Profile

A total of 427 students have attended the sessions related to this thematic area and 
learned about different methods of CV/ Resume writing. 

      Time and Schedule Management: Keys to Success

A total of 271 students have attended the sessions related to this thematic area and 
were able to learned about time scheduling spending it productivity.

      Advancement in the fields of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
      (STEM)

A total of 119 students have attended the sessions related to this thematic area and 
learned about STEM Field and its prospects.

      How to turn Ideas into Reality: Entrepreneurship

As part of this thematic area, the participants learned the concepts associated with 
entrepreneurship, and business development. Till date, a total of 56 students have 
attended the sessions related to this thematic area.

CAREER 
DEVELOPMENT 
AND 
MENTORING 
PROGRAM 
FOR GIRLS 

How to Create an Impact-
ful CV/Resume and 
Maintain the LinkedIn 
Profile

Time and Schedule 
Management: Keys to 
Success

Advancement in the fields 
of Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathe-
matics (STEM)

How to turn Ideas into 
Reality: Entrepreneurship

MAJOR THEMETIC 
AREAS
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SIE 
DISTANCE 
LEARNING 
PROGRAMS 
FOR YOUTH

“ SIE Online 
Summer Camp 
2020 is a      
fantastic        
program for 
students like me 
who want to 
learn new skills 
and find their 
talent. I have 
learned many 
skills and the 
Summer Camp 
has played a 
great role in my 
studies”

FOOD SAFETY AND COVID - CELEBRATE 
WORLD FOOD SAFETY DAY 

Society for International Education always supports 
distance learning with global collaboration 
especially in this pandemic time. 

iEARN Center Pakistan invited students to join 
iEARN Collaboration Centre and celebrate World 
Food Safety Day on June 7th. Students got engaged 
virtually and shared their ideas. They created 
posters to spread awareness on food safety to be 
taken during this isolation time. Presentations were made to spread awareness about 
food safety and precautions to make sure people make right food choices for healthy 
and immunity boosting food that is free from contamination.

There was a wonderful response from students from different cities of Pakistan. 
Students made amazing presentations on ‘Food Safety and COVID-19’and posted 
them in iEARN Staying Healthy Project forum. 

SIE ONLINE SUMMER CAMP 

MATH CIRCLES FOR STUDENTS  

GLOBAL ART EXHIBITION TO CELEBRATE 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

The 2-week SIE Online Summer Camp for students was successfully carried out in 
the month of July. A group of students from different cities of Pakistan were selected 
to get trained in interesting online sessions which included Digital Art, Creative 
Writing, iEARN Online Projects for Global Collaborative Learning, and Web2.0 tools 
for presentation making and Video Discussions. Students took great interest to learn 
new skills and actively participated in the sessions. They appreciated SIE’s efforts for 
providing this platform for learning to make this pandemic time beneficial for them 
and said that they look forward to more opportunities like this in future.

To celebrate Independence Day of Pakistan on August 14th, iEARN Pakistan invited 
students from all over Pakistan for a Global Art Exhibition to show their creativity 
and patriotism. This is another initiative by iEARN Pakistan to engage students 
meaningfully during COVID-19 pandemic time.  Students followed the theme ‘Why I 
Love My Country’ and posted artwork in iEARN Global Art: A Sense of Caring project 
forum. Students chose different topics for posters like Art & Literature, People & 
Values, Natural Beauty, Traditions, and Optimism etc. 

Math Circles-Pakistan kicked off on 10th August with a group of students, ages 12 – 
14 years. Over 200 students from all over Pakistan enrolled for this free exciting 
online workshop, out of which 50 were selected to participate in this first round. 

“Most of the kids are very engaged, despite the challenging technical aspects/audio 
issues/language” commented James Taylor, the course leader from New Mexico, 
USA. Math Circles, a collaborative project of Mathematicians from New Mexico, US 
and SIE, provides a way for K-12 students to learn how to think more like a 
mathematician than an algorithm-performing robot. 

The facilitator James Taylor, senior mathematician and director of technology, from 
Santa Fe - New Mexico, United States and his 3 senior colleagues have graciously 
volunteered bringing this free of cost training for Pakistani children. A total of 5 SIE 
staff and 8 volunteers from Pakistan were engaged in providing tech support.
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SIE NEW PROJECT—
SUPPORTING YOUTH GROUPS FOR SOCIAL ACTIVISM

CAPACITY BUILDING OF YOUTH GROUPS 

SAP PLANNING & EXECUTION

Following are the key steps/tasks youth will undertake  for Capacity building of youth 
groups

      5-day training on Social Enterprise at a suitable venue 

      6 -day training on specialized AeN themes (first phase)

      6-day training on specialized AeN themes (second phase)

During training Youth would be provided with opportunity and support to refine 
their SAP planning and finalize them

While the youth finds slots to execute their SAPs on ground in their respective 
areas

After the 17 days training each youth group will identify 20 youth in their 
respective area and plan 5 days cascading training for them

This newly trained 20 youth will plan 4 small scale SAPs (each group of 5 
members will work on one SAP) 

The youth groups will help newly onboard youth to execute their SAPs on the 
ground and report. 

This is an opportunity for youth groups to become social activists, community 
supporters, social entrepreneurs, and future decision-makers.

The purpose of this project is to 
strengthen youth groups and 
communities to work together for the 
betterment of the community and 
engage youth in positive activities. One 
way of doing this is to create youth role 
models from the areas in which AeN 
consortium has been operative. These 
youth can change the negative 
perceptions associated with them, 
through the good work that they have 
accomplished as well as continue to do 
for their communities.

In order to achieve the above 
mentioned youth identity, these 
groups need programmatic and 
capacity building support to scale up 
the meaningful and impactful 

work that these youth groups, from 
Azme Naujawan phase 1 and phase 11, 
have been continuing on their own, 
beyond the life of the project activity. 

Youth groups in this project, will be 
rolling out their social action projects 
and activities in the following AeN 
areas:

   Saeedabad

   Mauripur

   Khadda Memon, Lyari 

   Ibrahim Hyderi

   Paposh Nagar

   Gulzar e Hijri

   Sachal Goth.    

SUPPORTING 
YOUTH GROUPS 
FOR SOCIAL 
ACTIVISM 
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ACCESS 
ACTIVITIES 
AND 
EVENTS

VIRTUAL SESSION ON ‘INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE GIRL CHILD

Karachi, October 9: On account of International Day of the Girl Child, Elizabeth 
Holcombe from the US Consulate General Karachi conducted a virtual session for 85 
Access students in which she shared her highly motivational and inspirational life 
story and stressed on women empowerment and equal opportunities for girls. Two 
Access students gave an informative presentation on the most popular and successful 
women of Pakistan and America.

ACCESS STUDENTS OBSERVE UNITED NATIONS DAY
On October 23, 2020, Access students of KMA, Karachi, observed United Nations 
Day in their SHAPE program 3. The day was observed to acknowledge the 
remarkable contribution the UN has made in numerous areas around the world to 
promote human rights, social progress, and peace especially during COVID-19.

VIRTUAL SESSION BY ZARIAH BROWN ON INTERVIEW SKILLS
Karachi, October 27: VSFS intern Zariah Brown conducted a session on Interview 
Skills for 60 Access students in which shared the formal sequence of interview 
preparation which included Elevator Pitch, Networking, STAR and Sandwich 
techniques. She also engaged Access students through interactive activities such as 
modelling elevator pitch, random question wheel and open the box quizzes. This 
session helped Access students prepare for future academic, scholarship and 
professional opportunities. 

VIRTUAL SCREENING OF ‘HAMILTON’
Karachi, October 28-29: 100 Access students participated in the virtual screening of 
‘Hamilton’ the original Broadway production by Disney which Access was generously 
provided by the Public Affairs Section of the U.S Mission Pakistan on two consecutive 
days. Access students watched the movie and also participated in pre, while and post 
watch activities through which they got to learn about Hamilton and his real-life story. 

ENGLISH CONVERSATION SKILLS IN SHAPE PROGRAM PHASE-3
ON November 10th, 125 Access students of KMA, Karachi Pakistan, attended an 
online guest speaker’s session with Ms. Zariah Brown on English conversation skills 
in SHAPE program Phase-3 to develop knowledge, skills of communication to 
facilitate learners for working collaboratively with others.

DEBATING SKILLS FOR STUDENTS
122 Access students including boys and girls from SIE Access Karachi Kharaddar 
Centre participated in virtual debate on November 5, 2020. They learned some rules, 
structure and features about debate from a reading lesson. They read paragraphs and 
expressed meaning in their own words. Students also learned some phrases which 
are helpful to continue arguments in a mannered way.

VIRTUAL HALLOWEEN CELEBRATION WITH AMERICANS IN 
ACCESS PROGRAM
Karachi, October 29: Assistant General Services Officer, Ned Swann from the U.S. 
Consulate Karachi celebrated Halloween with forty-five (45) Access students and 
shared how Halloween is celebrated in the U.S. An Access student also gathered 
information about Halloween and delivered the presentation sharing its history, 
costumes, symbols and amazing facts. Ned Swann and CAO Cameron Thomas-Shah 
also participated in a very interesting and interactive quiz arranged by Access 
students.
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INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR PREVENTING THE EXPLOITATION 
OF THE ENVIRONMENT IN WAR AND ARMED CONFLICT

125 Access students of KMA, Karachi Pakistan observed International Day for 
Preventing the Exploitation of the Environment in War and Armed Conflict virtually, 
on November, 6th. Students shared their ideas of what preventing the exploitation 
could mean, what happens to environment and how we can save it, followed with 
short videos which emphasized on peacekeeping and peace building, along with a 
presentation which described the role of the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) in the war and armed conflict areas.

A VIRTUAL SESSION TO MARK INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION WEEK 
Karachi, November 17:  A virtual session including panel discussion was held to mark 
the International Education Week with the purpose to celebrate the benefits of the 
U.S Educational and Exchange Programs for the youth of Pakistan. Three alumni 
from Access , YES and Summer Sister  Exchange Program joined the session as the 
panelists and shared through pictures and presentation their educational and 
exchange  experience in the United States and also how these US funded educational 
opportunities helped them achieve their educational and career goals.

A VIRTUAL SESSION TO MARK 16-DAY OF ACTIVISM AGAINST 
GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE

Amy Christiano , a new office bearer , Public Affair Officer and CAO Cameron 
Thomas-Shah from US Consulate Karachi joined 100 Access students to mark the 
initiation of 16-Day of Activism  against Gender-based Violence campaign which 
started from November 25. Access students prepared a video clip to highlight the 
gravity of gender-based violence and its impact on every country beyond boundaries. 
A poster presentation and speech competition on ‘Break the Silence; Stop 
Gender-Based Violence’ were also arranged in which Access students highlighted 
physical, emotional, and psychological forms of violence against women and its 
impact on society through their art and speech. 

ACCESS STUDENTS CELEBRATE THANKSGIVING DAY WITH 
ZARIAH BROWN, US INTERN

VSFS intern Zariah Brown celebrated Thanksgiving Day with 75 Access students and 
conducted an interactive and informative session on November 27 about the 
celebration and festivities related to Thanksgiving Day in the US. She showed 
students videos about the history of Thanksgiving Day, Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
parade as well as American football matches arranged on Thanksgiving Day followed 
by a quiz on Kahoot.  To celebrate cultural harmony, Access students also shared the 
similarities between Thanksgiving Day and Eid-ul-Fitr as both the events teach 
gratitude, generosity and kindness.

JOHN RHATIGAN VIRTUALLY CELEBRATES SINDHI CULTURE 
DAY WITH ACCESS STUDENTS

On December 4, John Rhatigan from US Consulate Karachi celebrated Sindhi 
Culture Day with 90 Access students aiming to promote cultural harmony and peace. 
John took great interest in the presentation prepared and delivered by Access 
students which showcased the centuries-old rich culture and heritage of Sindh. 
Access students highlighted the beauty and uniqueness of Sindhi culture and shared 
with John the information about Sindhi folk music, food, dress, handicraft, 
weddings, historical places, and mystic saints and poets.

ACCESS 
ACTIVITIES 
AND 
EVENTS

STORY WRITING 
SKILLS WITH 
ZARIAH BROWN
Tuesday, 15th December 
2020, Zariah’s session, with 
the Access students, started 
with the interactive 
questions whether they like 
fiction or non-fiction 
stories. The session was 
more interactive when 
students were asked to share 
any short story to be written 
by them on the Padlet. 
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Stay-Home Access Program 
Engagement-SHAPE successfully 
commenced from June 5, 2020 
with an objective to continue 
teaching and learning process of 
students enrolled in English 
Access Microscholarship 
Program.  

125 Access students participated 
on the first day of SHAPE with 
great enthusiasm and excitement. 
By and by, students became 
familiar with using the online 
tools and started enjoying this 
new experience of learning

ACCESS ONLINE SESSIONS THROUGH ZOOM

Students attended 75-minute long Zoom session and experienced real-time learning. 
As English language learning is the main component of virtual curriculum, students 
learnt language rules with the help of PowerPoint presentation and practiced the 
learned concepts through American Headway CD which is an application that 
provides host of interactive activities which include grammar practice, writing tasks, 
vocabulary exercises and videos for listening and speaking improvement.

Access Online Session - Synchronized LMS

Access students had a wonderful virtual session on April 20, on 'Blessings of 
Technology and Use of Social Media for Educational Purpose'. In Zoom session, 
Access students shared their experience of using technology and social media for the 
educational purposes during lock-down situation and also in their normal lives.

Blessings of Technology and Use of Social Media for Educational Purpose'

An online guest speaker’s session was arranged for Access students to observe 
‘English Language Day’ on April 21. The guest speaker, who is an English lecturer at 
a University in Nepal, joined Access students live from Nepal. Forty-seven Access 
students, Access teachers, Coordinators, and Program Managers participated in the 
virtual learning session. 

Guest Speaker’s Session from Nepal on English Language Day 

To raise awareness about the protection of earth and combat climate change, a virtual  
awareness session was arranged for Access students to mark the 50th anniversary of 
‘Earth Day’ on April 22. Access students learnt about 3 R’s; Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, 
energy saving, Greenhouse effects and ways to save the earth.

Earth Day

An online guest speaker’s session was arranged for Access students on ‘How to Cope 
with Stress and Be Productive during COVID-19’ on April 29. The guest speaker was 
a Certified Healing Practitioner and Consultant Psychologist. Thirty-nine Access 
students, Access teachers, Coordinators, and Program Manager participated in the 
virtual learning session. 

Guest Speaker’s Session on ‘How to Cope with Stress and Be 
Productive during COVID-19’ 

On May 5, Access students carried out a virtual activity to highlight the efforts of the 
frontline soldiers such as doctors, paramedic staff and police force who are working 
day and night tirelessly. Students paid a tribute to the doctors, paramedic staff and 
police force by making posters. The activity was aimed to promote the dignity and 
respect towards their profession as there are no boundaries to save the humanity 
without any discrimination.

Access Students Pay Tribute to Frontline Heroes Fighting Against Coronavirus

The first virtual learning session was conducted on April 7. 35 Access students, 
Access teachers, Coordinator and Program Manager participated in the session. 
English Language Program Manager, Ms. Aisha, also joined the session and 
encouraged students to use available online learning platforms to enhance their 
English language skills.  

Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens 

ACCESS 
ACTIVITIES 
DURING 
COVID-19

ACCESS SHAPE   
PROGRAM



ACCESS ONLINE SESSIONS THROUGH ZOOM

On May 9, Access students celebrated 'Mother's Day' to acknowledge their mothers’ 
selfless efforts and pay them gratitude. One of the student's mother was invited as the 
guest of the day. She shared her inspirational life story of struggle and about her bond 
and relationship with her daughter. 

Access Students Virtually Celebrated Mother's Day 

20 Access students celebrated International Day of Families. They prepared their 
speeches about "Why I love my family" and conveyed them very eloquently in the 
virtual session. Some of the students expressed the love towards their family and the 
resilient bond among all family members through Art. 

International Day of Families 

The COVID-19 global pandemic not only has affected socially and economically but 
also has led to the cancellation of cultural events around the world. During this time, 
Access students, teachers and coordinator virtually celebrated ‘World Day for 
Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development’ on May 20, 2020. The purpose of 
this session was to enlighten the importance of cultural diversity and to get 
knowledge of other cultures and respect them. 

World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development 

Access students had a Zoom session on April 14, 2020 on 'English Language 
Enhancement Activities' from the CD given with the American Headway student’s 
book. Students had revision of ‘Be Verbs’, had practice on writing about themselves 
and their family and also learnt about nationalities and countries.

English Language Enhancement Activities 

A virtual session as a part of SHAPE Program was organized to observe ‘World Day 
against Child Labor’ on June 12, 2020 to raise awareness among Access students 
about the rights of children. 125 Access students joined the virtual session to learn 
and express their  views to stop child labor. 

World Day against Child Labor' during SHAPE Program

In this age of virtual learning and Covid-19 pandemic situation, Access students’ lives 
are revolving around social media. Therefore, a guest speaker’s virtual session was 
arranged on 23rd June 2020 during the SHAPE Program with an objective to raise 
awareness among students about the positive use of social media. 80 Access students, 
teachers and Coordinator attended the session.

Guest speaker’s session on ‘Social Media Awareness’ during SHAPE Program
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“In these    virtual     classes, we aren’t    learning     only 
English, we are also learning  technology which is     
important in 21st  century”

“This is a safer 
way of learning 
and exploring new 
things. I am 
getting my 
confidence back 
which I lost in 
lockdown.”    



YES ALUMNI PROGRAM ACTIVITIES

YES alumni from Islamabad organized a workshop where valuable teachings about 
life, goals and success were imparted among the students. The participants were high 
school students aged 12 to 16 from Pakistan Sweet Homes, which is an orphanage 
that houses nearly 500 boys and 100 girls. This project mainly focused on the book 
"Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens." 

The students were forged to learn the basic habits that lead to success. There was also 
a session to discuss youth issues and considered it as a way forward. Through this 
project, the students learned about the social, community and national problems. A 
number of activities such as goal-setting activity, career counselling activity and 
‘Discover Yourself’ were carried out for personal development of the students. 

7 HABITS OF AN EFFECTIVE TEEN 

YES alumni and volunteers from Karachi carried out a successful beach cleanup 
project to benefit daily visitors for a better and clean environment. Sea View, Clifton 
is one of the most visited tourist spot in Karachi. In order to provide a refreshing 
experience for the visitors the project aimed to reduce the amount of pollution on the 
site. Around 60 volunteers participated in this project. The project inspired the 
onlookers to partake in the activity. 

BEACH CLEANUP 

The activity was carried out with high school students, aged 14 to 16 years old, located 
in Islamabad, Karachi and Lahore. The project was a chance to educate the students 
about the importance of maintaining a key hygiene habit in themselves as well as 
adopt a proactive approach to their health in order to stay away from diseases. The 
project consisted of various activities like hand washing with soaps, brushing teeth 
with toothpastes in a proper manner, taking showers, etc. 

HEALTH AND HYGIENE AWARENESS PROJECT 

International Education Week (IEW), November 16-20, 2020, is an opportunity to 
celebrate the benefits of international education and exchange worldwide. YES 
Alumni Pakistan carried out a Facebook Live session related to International 
Education Week. They shared their experiences of how they celebrated in United 
States, and ways in education can be a great tool to provide welfare to the people.

One of our YES Alumni, Zain Haider Mufti (YES 16) represented Pakistan by doing a 
country presentation where he shared country’s culture and traditions, as well as 
shared the experiences as an exchange student in the United States of America and 
how it impacted him. The event was held virtually by YES Alumni group of 
Philippines. The event was attended by over 250 participants across two days.

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION WEEK 

The YES Alumni successfully carried out the project “COVID and Flood Relief 
Medical Camp 2020” in the remote area of Jhurro Gaahothi village near Hala- Saeed 
Abad. The one day medical camp, with the help of doctors, provided free medical 
checkups, continuing with the spirit of "giving back to the community" and serving 
the community who have been severely affected by the recent flooding.  The alumni 
created awareness to help decrease COVID Cases by providing medical assistance to 
all.

Around 300 patients from 13 villages who previously had no awareness or access to 
proper healthcare were provided consultation for skin diseases, fever, ulcers, 
headaches, high/Low blood pressure, wounds, gastro, Vitiligo, Flu among other 
issues.

YES FLOOD RELIEF CAMP 
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FUTURE 
FOOTBALL STAR 
(ALUMNI 
RECOGNITION) 

MY AMERICAN 
EXPERIENCE

One of our YES Alumna, 
Rida Fatima Riaz (YES 16), 
played for a local football 
club, Garrison Football 
Academy. The team 
participated in a nationally 
recognized tournament, 
Leisure Leagues and ended 
up with the runners up 
trophy, heavily relying on 
Rida’s contribution, which 
served as great isnspiration 
for all young women.

In respect to their host 
country’s Independence 
Day, YES Alumni held a live 
Facebook session in which 
they shared their 
experiences on the YES 
program with respect to the 
celebration of 4th of July, 
the U.S. Independence Day. 
The alumni were thrilled to 
share their highlights of the 
exchange experience, 
answered the queries of the 
participants, and 
encouraged the participants 
to apply for the YES 
program as well as use their 
quarantine time to pursue 
their hobbies. Altogether, 
the sessions received 4.2K 
views on Facebook.



YES ALUMNI PROGRAM ACTIVITIES

KL YES alumna from Peshawar single-handedly fundraised PKR-25,000/- from her 
friends and family to purchase ration packages for the poor and needy. Through this 
effort, she provided food items to 13 families in Peshawar & Charsadda, which was 
good encrg for whole month.

YES RATION DRIVE 

During this session, the alumni discussed various impacts of COVID-19 on 
development of youth, and how they can make the best use of their time while at 
home. The panelists also shared their experiences of using their time effectively, 
making a schedule, and ensuring to stay on track. Moreover, the alumni also touched 
upon the topic of “mental health” and encouraged the youth to stay positive during 
these difficult times, while at the same time, stay vigilant and helpful towards the less 
privileged individuals. The session received 851 views on Facebook.

IMPACT OF RAPIDLY CHANGING TRENDS ON YOUTH

During this session, the alumni discussed the importance of reading books for 
everyone to expand their knowledge and horizon. They encouraged, especially the 
young persons, to develop the habit of reading books since it has a ripple effect on the 
development of all aspects of personality of an individual. The alumni also shared 
their favorite books with the viewers and made some recommendations as well. It 
was a useful session which    received 1.1K views on Facebook.

BOOK READING AND ITS IMPACT ON ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

During this session, the expert YES alumna spoke about the transmission of Malaria, the 
science behind the life cycle, and the symptoms associated with the disease. The alumna 
also discussed the mortality rates and recovery process associated with Malaria, as well as 
the prevention measures related to it. The viewers took their time to ask pertinent 
questions related to the topic, which were comprehensively addressed by the expert 
speaker. Overall, the program was a success. The session received 1.2K views on Facebook.

SESSION ON MALARIA AND DENGUE AWARENESS 

YES alumna from Turbat carried out a successful project in a far flung rural area, 
approximately 32 KM west from Turbat city named Solband. The project’s main focus 
was to promote girls’ education, and inculcate a reading culture among the village 
girls as the project happened in the village’s school. Since most of the girls in the 
village do not get to go to school because of not knowing enough about the 
importance of education, the main goal was to provide motivation and examples of 
other girls who made it big in their lives. The alumna also shared her personal 
experience of being part of YES program and how it changed her life for the better.

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT PROJECT 

During this session, which was a much anticipated and awaited session from the viewers, 
the alumni shared and discussed various opportunities and scholarships at all academic 
and professional levels, starting from 10th grade till post-graduation. The alumni took 
turns to share the best tips and techniques for young people related to applying for various 
programs, participating in extracurricular activities, developing a strong and presentable 
profile, improving their English comprehension skills, and use the internet effectively to 
browse for various opportunities and programs. The alumni also actively engaged with the 
Facebook viewers, and answered their questions comprehensively. The session received a 
whopping 23.1K views on Facebook.

DISCUSSION ON OPPORTUNITIES AND SCHOLARSHIPS

Pa ge  1 1S o c i e t y  f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n

YES ALUMNI 
LIVE 
SESSIONS 
Live Sessions on Facebook 
by YES alumni were held on 
various topics in an effort to 
stay engaged and actively 
involved in the YES alumni 
network and its activities 
during the COVID-19. The 
alumni planned and 
initiated discussions related 
to various topics that were 
important to them and the 
audience based on their past 
experiences. During these 
sessions, the alumni shared 
their knowledge and 
experience with the viewers, 
answered their queries and 
encouraged the participants 
to use their quarantine time 
effectively.



iEARN-USA  FEATURES  STORY OF 
IEARN EDUCATOR NAILA FROM 
PAKISTAN 
iEARN educator Naila Fahim, a Technology/IT 
Coordinator for both primary and secondary levels at Aga 
Khan School Garden in Karachi, Pakistan, implemented 
eight different iEARN projects at her school in the last 
two years. iEARN-USA reached out to her to learn how 
teachers can best engage their students in multiple 
iEARN projects simultaneously
Naila’s is  designated as the leader of their iEARN Clubs 
in her school. The club met for one hour every Thursday; 
yet despite the limited time she had with each class, Naila 
was able to work with each head teacher to implement the 
iEARN projects for more than 700 students: She selected 
each project based on the age range of the class and their 
level of interest. With around 140 students assigned to 
each project, Naila broke each large group into 8 groups 
composed of roughly 17 students each. These groups 
spend 3 weeks participating in each project. Naila and her 
teacher colleagues started each project by introducing the 
students to the United Nations’ Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), which she says “was really helpful for 
proper understanding, of as all iEARN projects.
In addition to the projects she implemented through her 
school’s iEARN Club, Naila engaged students in the 
afterschool program through three other Environmental 
Projects. The students participating in these projects 
started different campaigns in their local communities to 
raise awareness about environmental    issues. 

Society for International Education conducted another 
free online workshop session for teachers ‘Improve your 
Digital Art Skills with Adobe Illustrator’ on Friday, 13 
November. The workshop was attended by 50 
participants from different cities of Pakistan. 
The session was aimed at introducing the participants 
with professional editing tool like Adobe Illustrator, for 
those who are interested in improving their digital 
technology skills. The participants learned different 
techniques to creatively edit and manipulate images and 
transition them to digital art.

IMPROVE YOUR DIGITAL ART SKILLS WITH 
ADOBE ILLUSTRATOR 

SIE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM  

Society for International Education conducted an online 
workshop session ‘Plan your year with iEARN projects’ on 16 
October. This session was especially designed and conducted 
for teachers to introduce them to iEARN forums and to give 
them ideas how they can get started with iEARN online 
projects. Around 30 teachers participated in the session from 
different cities of Pakistan. 
During session the participants learned how to get registered 
with iEARN Collaboration Center, and the age appropriate 
online collaborative projects in which students can be engaged. 
Another thing that they learned was the idea of establishing 
iEARN Clubs in schools and create an action plan for a more 
sustainable way to engage students in these projects.

PLAN YOUR YEAR WITH IEARN PROJECTS 

IEARN WORKSHOP FOR BEGINNERS

As part of its Professional Development Program, Society for 
International Education conducted another online workshop on 
Saturday, 21 November 2020 for teachers of a school in 
Rawalpindi. This ‘iEARN Workshop for Beginners’ was 
especially designed to introduce them to iEARN and familiarize 
them with the steps to get started with iEARN Online 
Collaborative Projects. The session aimed at providing support 
and guidance through each stage of the projects, share with them 
the underlying principles of iEARN, that is the project-based  
learning approach of iEARN projects and how they help in 
developing global competency and 21st century skills in 
students. 
During session the participants learned to engage students in a 
more sustainable ways to engage students in these projects. 
During the session, participants received helpful resources, 
iEARN Project Book and links to other guides. The participants 
found this session very helpful and informative.

Society for International Education 

iEARNPAKsie.iearniearnpk


