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Message from Mr. Minhas Tejani
Society for International 
Education (SIE) with its 
goal to initiate, develop and 
implement innovative 
educational and capacity 
building opportunities for 
schools, teachers, students 
and interested individuals 
make me proud to be 
associated with this non-profit and non-governmental 
organization for couple of  decades. 

It has tremendously served the underprivileged students 
through its different projects and programs. iEARN 
(International Education and Resource Network) is one 
of  its great initiatives making a dream come true for the 
deserving students.

Some of  its program which have huge impact not only 
on the individual or group of  people but also the society 
at larger scale. The Professional Development Program, 
SIE Youth Club, The U.S Summer Sister Exchange 
Program and most importantly Youth Exchange and 
Study (YES) and iEARN International Conference are 
few of  the efforts made by SIE.
I believe that SIE with its strong mission and vision will 
keep providing learning opportunities to students, 
teachers and individual communities under its 
umbrella, making difference and playing its pivotal role 
in the development and growth of  the society.

Minhas Tejani 
Principal
Habib Public School

YES 2022-23 Parents Orientations
Kennedy-Lugar Youth Exchange and Study (YES) 
2022-23 Parents’ Orientation was conducted for 36 
students and their parents from Punjab, 
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, Islamabad and Gilgit Balltistan 
on March 5, 2022 in Islamabad. The same event was 
held for 35 students and their parents from Sindh and 
Balochistan in Karachi on March 11, 2022.  The 
gathering was addressed by Assistant Cultural Attaché 
for Exchanges at the U.S. Embassy in Islamabad Mr. 
Juan  German while the gathering in Karachi was 
addressed by Acting Cultural Affairs Officer, Mr. 
Keome Rowe.  Due to COVID-19 situation, both the 
U.S. officials joined the events online. The speakers 
congratulated the students on their final selection and 
thanked the parents for their support. They also 
encouraged the students to learn more from their 
forthcoming exchange year. During orientation the 
parents were briefed about the YES program in detail as 
well as their questions were answered.

www.siepk.org



SIE PROGRAMS
Activities & Events

Kennedy-Lugar Youth Exchange and Study (YES) 2022-23 workshop on iEARN 
Collaborative Projects and English Language Enhancement was carried out on March 
6, 2022 in Islamabad while the same was held in Karachi on March 12, 2022. 
The workshops focused on enhancing the English language skills of  the students, as 
well as the life skills so they are prepared for their academic exchange year in the 
United States. They were also briefed about the 5-month long pre-departure 
assignments and projects, which will help them in improving their skills and knowledge 
and instill habits of  successful teenagers in themselves. 

YES Students’ Enhancement Workshop in Islamabad and Karachi

On March 15, Pariyal Fazal who is an alumna of  
Sister2Sister Exchange Program, held a session on Public 
Speaking. The session was held at Lincoln Corner, 
Fatima Jinnah University, Rawalpindi.  Chief  guest, 
Kate Al-Shamma, professor at Georgetown University, 
joined the session online and enlightened the audience 
with her thoughts and knowledge about public speaking. 
43 students participated in the session and learned about 
drafting and delivering a powerful speech, and how to 
stay connected to the audience. The participants were 
engaged in many activities, energizers and group 
discussions which  they enjoyed a lot. 

Public Speaking Session by Sister2Sister Program Alumna

Social Action Projects for Wall Painting and Cultural Acceptance
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Azme Naujawan’s Wall Painting and Cultural 
Acceptance activities kicked off  on 17th February. 
Participants aged 14-25 from Shireen Jinnah Colony, 
Karachi collectively painted walls with positive 
messages. Further, they prepared and showcased art that 
represented the different cultures in their local 
community with the aim of  peacebuilding, cooperation 
and promoting diversity.
These are only some of  the many community 
engagement activities taking place as part of  the Social 
Action Projects under Azme Naujawan. The goal is to 
empower and engage youth in making a positive impact 
in their communities.



SIE provided an ancillary scale up support for youth alumni of  ‘Supporting Youth Group for Social Development’ project. 
These youth went through a rigorous selection process among all Azme Naujawan (AeN) youth groups. Capacity building 
sessions were arranged for them during the period of  January to March 2022. They conducted cascading training of  new 
community youth as master trainers. Their role as trainer was new and very exciting to them and polished their skills towards 
becoming professionals. 

The alumni-youth also provided support to new youth groups to get started with small scale Social Action Projects (SAPs). 
They worked as mentors and helped them during implementation of  SAPs. 

Around 65 Alumni participants of  09 (AeN) youth groups from diverse areas of  Karachi such as Lyari, Shirin Jinnah Colony, 
Mauripur, Sultanabad, Korangi, Sachal Goth, Pehlwan Goth and Machar Colony became part of  the program. These 65 
Alumni further trained 249 new youth from community during 5-day training. The training program was based on several 
thematic areas such as Team Building, Social & Civic Responsibility, Environment, Cultural Awareness & Global 
Citizenship, Empathy & Compassion, Social Action Planning and Management, Conflict Management, and Fundraising etc. 
SIE provided some in kind support to the youth groups in terms of  computers, multimedia, furniture, computer tables, 
stationary etc. so that they can start working as organizations in their respective areas.

SUPPORTING YOUTH GROUPS FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

A grand certificate distribution ceremony was arranged 
by Society for International Education for alumni of  
Supporting Youth Group for Social Development 
Project on 27th March 2022. Youth groups presented 
their social business pitches. SIE invited experts from 
education, social, corporate and NGO sectors to provide 
them with constructive feedback and appreciate their 
efforts.

Certificate Distribution Ceremony

SIE PROGRAMS
Activities & Events
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Society for International Education organized a workshop on “Interesting 
Steps of  Creative Writing” for primary and pre-primary school teachers at 
Globe- the SIE Training Center. 30 teachers from 6 schools of  Karachi took 
part in this training.

The trainer focused on developing writing skills, which is an important 
element of  early years teaching. He introduced several writing activities 
using visual aids and prompts.

As teachers find it challenging to develop students’ interest in writing and 
foster their creativity and imagination, various other techniques and 
strategies that can be implemented in pre-primary and primary classrooms 
were introduced. Participants found free writing and group activities to be 
the most helpful.

Creative Writing Workshop

SIE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
Workshops for Teachers
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After the launch of  newly designed iEARN Collaboration Centre, SIE felt the need to introduce it to teachers from iEARN 
partner schools in Pakistan. A workshop was held on 12 March 2022 to introduce iEARN Collaboration Center, explore 
project setup in the new platform and show them some features to support collaboration. 

7 teachers from different schools in Karachi attended the training. The new iEARN Collaboration Centre is built at 
Schoology which is a great platform and brings together teachers and students through its K-12 Learning Management 
System (LMS).    iEARN has launched some new exciting online projects also, based on collaborative learning strategies, 
designed to engaging students in meaningful technology based learning opportunities.

Through various hand-on activities, the participants explored different online projects and learned to register themselves and 
their students. They also learned about establishing iEARN Clubs in their schools and engage students in projects in a more 
sustainable way.

Get to Know New iEARN Collaboration Center



SIE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
Workshops for Teachers

Creating Digital Portfolios
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A workshop was organized by the Society for International Education on “GeoGebra for teaching Mathematics to high 
school students” on February 12, at Globe- the SIE Training Centre. A group of  19 Math teachers from different schools of  
Karachi attended this training.

Access to technology is not sufficient; teachers must have a thorough understanding of  the applications and implications of  
technology in classrooms. With this in mind, this workshop was designed specifically for math teachers to help them broaden 
their understanding of  web-based software GeoGebra and its potential impact on students’ understanding. GeoGebra is an 
interactive user-friendly software used for teaching and learning math and related disciplines like calculus, statistics, graphing, 
spreadsheets, algebra and geometry.

The participants learned various mathematics strategies and techniques including derivatives, linear graphs, 3D graphs, CAs, 
plotting graphs, applications of  GeoGebra and extensive hands-on training. The most useful aspect of  the training reported 
by the participants was the use of  shortcut keys.

GeoGebra for Teaching Mathematics to High School Students

SIE workshop on ‘Creating Digital Portfolios’ held on 5 March introduced 
teachers to engaging web-based apps where they can collaborate and create 
digital portfolios and facilitate their students in doing the same.

Digital portfolios allow teachers to reflect on their classroom experiences 
and connect/collaborate with other educators, staff, and students. For 
students, digital portfolios allow them to showcase their creative work and 
keep track of  their learning and progress throughout their school years.

12 teachers from 6 school in Karachi registered for this training.  
Participants observed web-based tools, BookCreator, and Google Sites in 
action. They also engaged in a hands-on activity where they explored the 
Mozilla Hubs and created 3D virtual rooms for interactive learning and 
classroom experience.



YES Alumni from Hyderabad and Dadu visited and conducted 
workshops in YES alumni libraries in setup by YES alumni in 2 public 
schools in Hyderabad and Dadu. The school names in Hyderabad are 
Government Girls High School Shah Latif  School, Hyderabad and 
Naval Rai Hiranand Government Boys Secondary School. The name of  
school in Dadu is Government Boys Primary School. The workshop 
was conducted on 24, 25 and 26 March. The SIE staff  traveled from 
Karachi to support and supervise YES alumni with this project. The 
libraries in the schools are established by the YES alumni and are 
equipped with various books and resources. The one-day project at each 
location aimed at briefing students about different ways they can use the 
library resources. 

YES Alumni taught them the necessary steps for protecting the library 
equipment such as books, furniture, and other resources against wear 
and tear. YES Alumni formed a student committee with the goal to look 
after the libraries. A library representative was also selected to coordinate and manage activities. As students were hesitant in 
interacting with the staff, YES Alumni organized collaborative activities to enhance their confidence and interaction with 
each other. They were briefed about a book named seven habits of  highly effective teens and the ways to implement such 
habits into their daily life.   

Workshop on Effective Use of Library

A Reading Circle activity was organized by YES Alumni to encourage reading among students, where students took turns to 
read paragraphs while others were actively listening. YES Alumni also taught them to utilize the digital facilities and avail 
virtual opportunities. They were briefed about the benefits of  the internet and web browsing. By the end of  the day, every 
student was engaged in using library resources and took interest in reading books. Teachers appreciated the sessions given by 
YES Alumni and appreciated the efforts taken by the SIE staff. Overall, this one-day activity was very effective in showing 
the students the way forward and helping them use the libraries more effectively in the future and look after them. A total of  
100 participated in all three workshops which includes teachers and students from grades 6 to 10.

Reading Circle

Health and hygiene is very important especially after the COVID 19 pandemic. To fight against the disease that has affected 
many lives around the world, the YES alumni Pakistan organized a one day health and hygiene awareness session in a 
government school in Karachi on 18 Feb.
 
The students were briefed about the importance of  cleanliness. The organizers also gave a practical demonstration on the use 
of  sanitizers and masks to the participants. The students also participated in dustbin installation around the school. All in all 
the project focused on promoting healthy habits among the participants and the community at large.

Health and Hygiene Awareness Project

YES ALUMNI PROGRAM
Activities Update
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YES ALUMNI PROGRAM
Activities Update

YES alumni organized a workshop on 23 February that included 
a session in which valuable teachings about different soft skills 
were imparted to the participants. Students were encouraged to 
organize life and adapt to good standards. This project mainly 
focused on leadership and teamwork, and how the participants 
could improve these skills. The students were briefed about the 
importance of  acquiring these skills that leads to success. 
Another session on how leadership and teamwork could be used 
to bring peace and prosperity to the community and consider it 
as a way forward to plan projects themselves. 
The workshop also had a session where valuable teachings about 
books were to be imparted. It mainly focused on improving 
writing. There was also a ‘writing prompt’ activity i.e., the 
students had to write about themselves and their lives. A group 
activity was also designed where they had to work in groups to 
improve their communication skills. In the end, there was a 
discussion activity where students exchanged their thoughts 
about different skills they think are important to be learned in the 
modern world. All these activities addressed the needs of  the 
students throughout the workshop.

The Thrill of Learning

Taghreed Iftikhar came to the United States as a 
foreign-exchange student from Pakistan. Ever since 
arriving with her host family in October 2021, she has 
done her best to take advantage of  the opportunities 
presented to her.

Taghreed is attending Chico High during the school 
year 2021-22.  

When Taghreed first came to Chico High School, she 
aspired to join the athletics club. Despite never playing 
any sports in Pakistan, she decided to join Wrestling.

Taghreed wrestled her first match at the Panthers’ first 
tournament of  the season, the Doc Peterson Classic at 
the Glenn County Fairgrounds in Orland. People 
appreciated Taghreed’s courage to try new sports. Her 
belief  in herself  led her to win the two matches. 

Taghreed has big dreams and hopes to return to the 
United States after high school and become an 
ambassador for Pakistan. With her studies high in her 
list of  priorities, she hopes to attend Oxford, Harvard 
or Yale. She understands the difficulties and expenses, 
but says she will do her absolute best to receive a 
scholarship to return to the United States.

“My parents (in Pakistan) still don’t believe that I do 
wrestling over here. I have sent them videos, but it is so 
surreal. They don’t believe I’m doing this sport because 
it’s very challenging being a female and a muslim girl,” 
Taghreed Iftikhar said.

Success Story: YES Student pins
down success as Girls Wrestler 

Society for International Education (SIE) arranged a “YES 
Alumni Iftaar Meetup” for Sindh and Baluchistan alumni. YES 
alumni from all the 20 batches across Sindh and Baluchistan 
were invited to sign up for this event through multiple social 
media platforms to make sure everyone gets a chance to be  part 
of  this long-awaited networking event. As there had been no 
networking events since COVID-19 started in February 2020. 
After the situation got stable and the COVID restrictions were 
flexible, SIE felt the need to organize an event to encourage and 
motivate YES alumni to start in-person community service 
projects to pay back to their communities. The event was 
scheduled on 12 April in the evening followed by Iftaar and 
dinner. The main objective was to engage them in alumni 
activities and getting involved newly returned batch who came 
back during COVID. These alumni are expected to  indulge with 
senior alumni and learn from them. The objective of  this event 
was to motivate them towards giving back to the communities. 
This event encouraged alumni to carry out impactful projects 
and became a resource for them to connect with like-minded 
people.  

Iftar Meet-up
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SIE PROGRAMS

Through the collaboration with facilitators from around the world, iEARN has 
released the annual Project Book 2021-2022. This publication, which contains 
information about nearly 100 projects, provides an overview of  each of  the 
meaningful cross-cultural projects supported by iEARN. 

For potential members of  the iEARN network, the Project Book provides a 
spotlight of  each project and an idea of  the value of  membership. The project book 
also serves as a useful resource for our existing member educators to pinpoint the 
right projects for their students based on their description and categorization. 

iEARN is proud of  this publication which showcases the project-based learning that 
we feel is important in today’s educational environment, one that truly allows students to “learn with the world, not 
just about it”.

Society for International Education 
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Class teachers, subject teachers of all school levels

Class teachers, subject teachers of Primary and
Middle School level

English subject teachers for Pre-Primary and
Primary level

Subject teachers, school admin staff, and all other
interested in learning photography

Class teachers, subject teachers of primary and
middle school level, subject coordinators

Digital Art to Prepare Students
for the Future

Task Based learning

 Develop English Speaking Skills
of Students of Early Years

Basics of Photography

Flipped Classrooms

2021-22 PROJECT BOOK RELEASED 

SIE Professional Development Program
May – June 2022


