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Karachi Youth Festival 2022
Society for International Education (SIE) in collaboration with Azme 
Pakistan organized Karachi Youth Festival 2022 on 14 and 15 of  May at 
Beach Luxury Hotel, Karachi. The event aimed to engage 120 youth 
participants who are direct beneficiaries and youth alumni of  several peace 
building projects in South Punjab and Sindh. The aim was to provide a 
platform to beneficiaries to showcase their project learnings and social 
action projects based on the themes of  peace, tolerance, and acceptance of  
diversity across the communities leading to a peaceful society.
The event kicked off  on Friday, May 13, with a networking event for the 
participant beneficiaries from Karachi and Punjab, mainly Khairpur, 
Lahore, Multan, Bahawalpur, Mubarakpur and some other adjoining areas 
at the Beach Luxury Hotel. SIE made arrangements for travel and stay in Karachi for the participants from these areas.
The SIE team worked hard and planned many interesting activities for the networking event including icebreakers, norm-setting 
activity, discussion on agenda, musical performance and open mic session which gave them a chance to socialize and discuss further. 
The next two days May 14 and 15 of  Karachi Youth Festival featured panel discussions with the beneficiaries, musical and theatrical 
performances by the beneficiaries, workshops to improve skills related to the performing arts and peace-building activities, Video 
screenings and discussions on diversity and filmmaking. Relevant stakeholders such as government representatives, civil society 
organizations, corporate social responsibility departments of  businesses, and media representatives were invited to participate in this 
festival.

My Experience with SIE
How the Society for International Education (SIE) has not only sustained itself  but thrived 
and grown in the worst of  global crises, is a lesson in what it takes to be a resilient 
organization.
The mindset toward regeneration and problem-solving has been the cornerstone of  SIE and 
I am proud - and so pleased - to be a part of  this ever-evolving journey.
I have seen over the years the radical difference that only a few weeks of  exposure to global 
ideas and education can make to students’ lives and I am so glad that despite the 
unimaginable constraints during COVID-19, we have continued to offer these invaluable 
experiences to students across Pakistan through the exchange programs.
The projects initiated during this time to facilitate online learning and teaching are both inspiring and commendable, 
furthering SIE’s approach to consistently innovate.
Thank you for making me a part of  this journey. I am deeply grateful.

Zehra Abid
President SIE
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On Monday, May 23, the Pre-Departure 
Orientation for the outgoing batch of  the 
Sister2Sister Exchange Program 2022 was held in 
Karachi. The students from across Pakistan 
attended the session who will travel to the United 
States this summer to attend short summer 
courses in renowned universities all around the 
United States. The orientation was divided into 
two parts: the speakers' session and the workshop. 
During the workshop, the students were given an 
overview of  the program along with its rules and 
guidelines. Students gained knowledge about 
American university life and culture, as well as 
how to get the most out of  this opportunity. 
Students learned how they could enrich 
themselves through the program. Along with 
that, they were prepared in different ways through 
which they can become a better communicator 
and a leader. The workshop also featured sessions 
on social media during and after the program, 
communication skills, and presentation skills.

Amy Christianson- Public Affairs Officer, US 
Consulate General Karachi, was the chief  guest 
for this event. The Public Affairs Officer spoke 
about how students are both fortunate and 
capable of  being part of  such a prestigious 
program, and now it is their responsibility to 
make a better impact on their communities and 
nation.
The Sister2Sister Exchange program aims at 
empowering women in Pakistan. Sister2Sister 
Exchange Program is a summer program, which 
is funded by the United States Department of  
State and administered by a consortium of  
partners, including the American University and 
the Society for International Education that 
allowed twenty-six Pakistani women to enroll in 
undergraduate courses at various American 
Universities. 

Pre-Departure Orientation - Sister2Sister Program 2022
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A week-long Pre-Departure Institute (PDI) for 
outgoing batch of  the Kennedy-Lugar Youth 
Exchange and Study (YES) program 2022-23 
concluded successfully. 
71 students from across Pakistan will travel to the 
United States this fall to spend a year at American 
high schools, live with host families, attend 
various leadership conferences, cross-culture 
understanding and interfaith harmony events and 
share Pakistani culture with their host 
communities. 
The chief  guest of  the event was Mr. John 
Rhatigan, Public Officer at U.S. Consulate 
Karachi. He congratulated all the students for 
being the little ambassadors and explained them 
the importance of  being exchange students. He 
also advised the students to take the full 
advantage of  the opportunities while being on 
exchange program such as sports, theaters, social 
groups, extracurricular activities.
The YES program staff  at Society for 
International Education (SIE) and YES alumni 
worked with the students over this week to 
prepare them for a successful exchange year 
ahead. 

The sessions of  the PDI week focused on helping 
the students understand the true nature of  the 
program along with rules and guidelines. They 
expanded their knowledge of  American culture 
and learned how to adjust with host families, in 
American high schools, how to deal with culture 
shock and become flexible and communicative. 
The students also built their presentation skills 
and participated in various team building 
activities. The event was filled with productive 
sessions, fun energizers, and icebreakers. 
The students also presented cultural activities and 
played American board games during game night. 
The participants will travel to the U.S. and will be 
spending their exchange year at high schools 
across America starting this August. The students 
also prepared their cultural presentations which 
was yet another preparation for their exchange 
year. 

YES-20 (2022-23) Pre-Departure Institute, Karachi (July 13-18, 2022)
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On March 14, SIE staff  conducted a workshop for teachers 
‘Digital Art to prepare students for the future. The 
workshop was held at Globe-the SIE Training Centre, one 
of  the SIE offices at Ali Bhai center. This 4-hour workshop 
was attended by 15 teachers from 5 different schools in 
Karachi.
The workshop started with an ice breaker activity for 
teachers to draw an art piece on paper to showcase their 
creativity. After this activity, teachers were given a brief  
session on how technological changes are influencing 'Art' 
and were informed about new digital ways that can enhance 
their creative skills in art and apply them in the classrooms. 
The presentation ended with introducing them to several 
online tools to convert their art to digital form.
Among many tools was the web-based tool sketchpad and 
they were given a brief  session on how to use the sketchpad. 
The facilitator also told them about various other tools to 
become creative so that they can further teach their students 
about creating Digital Arts. After the presentation, there 
was a practice session for teachers to create artwork using 
the sketchpad.

As teachers got comfortable with digital tools, the facilitator 
introduced them to an advanced-level professional software 
named Adobe illustrator. The trainer introduced many 
options and features that can be used to create more 
enhanced digital illustrations which can be a very beneficial 
skill for senior-level students. Later, they got to practice and 
create a digital illustration of  a portrait.

Digital Art to Prepare Students for the Future

SIE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
Workshops for Teachers

 

Vo l u m e  1 4  I s s u e  2Pa ge  4

SIE conducted a workshop “Task-Based Learning” on May 21, at Globe 
– the SIE training center as part of  SIE Professional Development 
Program. The workshop aimed at introducing the Task-Based Language 
teaching approach which offers students opportunities to actively engage 
in communication to achieve a goal or complete a task. 13 teachers from 
different schools in Karachi participated in this workshop. They learned 
how to develop implicit knowledge and fluency by attempting to use the 
second language in real-life scenarios.
The trainer shared the process through which teachers can engage 
language learners in an activity to arrive at an outcome from given 
information. He also shared how students can go through a process of  
thought which will allow teachers to control and regulate that process. 
Many activities were shared to make this learning process more 
interesting for students. The facilitator explained how they can design a 
focused and goal-oriented task with clearly defined outcomes. 
During hands-on practice time, the participating teachers learned how to 
design and implement task-based learning activities in their classrooms 
to increase student engagement which leads to successful outcomes. 

Task-Based Learning 



SIE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
Workshops for Teachers

Develop English Speaking Skills of ECE and Primary Students
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On June 18, SIE staff  conducted a workshop for teachers about the implementation of  'Flipped Classrooms' in their 

respective schools. The workshop was hosted at Globe-the SIE Training Centre, one of  the SIE offices at Ali Bhai center. This 

4-hour workshop was attended by 12 teachers from 5 different schools in Karachi.

The trainer started the workshop with an introduction to the concept of  'flipped classrooms' in today's dynamic world. He 

explained that the idea originated through the student-centric approach to learning. Traditional lectures fail to effectively 

teach students about the constantly changing world in today's evolving 

world.

The trainer implemented some of  the activities to show how flipped 

classrooms work. He introduced various games, learning activities, 

community projects & presentations to help students become active 

learners. The teachers learned how such activities could improve students' 

confidence, creativity, and engagement with the class.

In the end, the participants were given certificates. The participants found 

this workshop perfect to enlighten them about the innovative learning 

methodologies and ways to implement them in the classrooms.

Flipped Classrooms

On June 4, Society for International Education conducted a workshop for 

teachers on 'Developing English Speaking Skills of  ECE and Primary 

Students'. The workshop was held at Globe-the SIE Training Centre, one 

of  the SIE offices at Ali Bhai Center. This 4-hour workshop was attended 

by 14 teachers from 5 different schools in Karachi.

The workshop facilitator started the session with a discussion on the 

importance of  learning new languages and the natural ways to learn a 

language. He shared various methodologies for language learning. The 

next session focused on the importance of  listening aspect in language 

learning along with the interactive icebreaker activities such as 'this that' 

and 'Movers & Shakers'.

Session then focused on vocabulary building and speaking skill development. There were many interactive activities for 

participants which they can adapt to involve early year students in the classrooms to make learning practical and dynamic for 

them. These activities ranged from Jazz chants to 'Dialogue wheel' in which teachers learned to enhance their students' 

speaking through songs and creating a dialogue with each other. Last session focused on writing skills. Participants were told 

to do free writing, sharing their thoughts which helped them brainstorm and develop critical thinking skills.

All these activities were fun and full of  learning that engaged every participant during the workshop and helped them gain 

ideas effectively. As they learned it effectively themselves, they were excited to implement these activities in their classrooms 

as well. One of  them wrote, "These activities are the most effective way to teach the English language to our students".



Our YES Alumni managed to carry out an Arts and Craft 
activity on May 18, 2022 in an orphanage – Altaf  
Mahmood Foundation in Lahore. This activity was based 
on Art Therapy for helping and guiding children through 
engagement and entertainment. The aim of  the activity was 
to bring about positive energy in 50 children who live in the 
orphanage aged from 10-16 years old. 
Children were provided with colouring books, chart papers, 
color pencils and other art supplies. The participants drew 
their thoughts on piece of  paper and displayed their 
artwork on notice board so they feel motivated. 

In the end, refreshments were also given to the children 
including chips, juice, and biscuits and all stationeries were 
given to students so they keep well-being and make an 
impactful use. Overall, the impact of  art therapy helped 
children to rejoice their time and the alumni were able to 
spend quality time with them. Thus, making this activity a 
success for their own wellbeing as well as that of  the under 
privileged children.

YES Alumni have always remained 
committed to serve community with 
full zeal and keenness. Despite 
challenges, they have strived to stand 
out as responsible citizens in their 
localities. This year during the holy 
month of  Ramadan, YES Alumni 
managed to carry out Iftaar 
Dastarkhawan seven projects in 
Karachi and Lahore on April 18, 21, 
22, 27, 29th, and May 1, 2022. 
Keeping in mind the essence of  
Ramadan, our Alumni served iftaar 
in orphanages, old homes, hospitals 
and care homes that benefitted 
almost 390 people. Their sheer 
determination helped them to reach 
out underprivileged people from 
lower socioeconomic backgrounds. 

The purpose and objective of  Iftaar 
Dastarkhawan was not only giving 
away food packets rather share 
quality time with adults and children. 
They had a chance to interact with 
them, share their stories, give them 
handmade cards and play board 
games. An inclusive approach while 
devising these projects pave way for 
treating each individual with dignity 
and respect. During these times, their 
contribution significantly brought 
happiness in the lives of  people who 
look out to spend time with their 
families during this month. 

YES Alumni Iftaar Dastarkhawan

Arts and Craft Workshop

YES ALUMNI PROGRAM
Activities Update
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YES ALUMNI PROGRAM
Activities Update

Society for International Education (SIE) arranged a “YES Alumni Iftar Meetup'' 
for Sindh and Balochistan alumni. YES Alumni from all the 20 batches across 
Sindh and Balochistan were invited to sign up for this event through multiple social 
media platforms to make sure everyone gets a chance to be a part of  this 
long-awaited networking event. As there had been no networking events since 
COVID-19 started in February 2020. The event was scheduled for April 12, in the 
evening followed by Iftaar and dinner. 

The main motive of  the event was to engage alumni in alumni activities and the 
new batch returned during COVID can indulge with senior alumni and learn from 
them. To motivate alumni towards giving back to communities, two senior alumni 
Azima Dhanjee from YES 2013-14 (Karachi) and Kamal Uddin from YES 
2011-12 (Gilgit) shared their stories of  how they started community service 
projects and what they learned from them. They also explained the importance of  
doing community service projects and the skills they developed helped them to 
reach or achieve their targets.

Samana Qaseem who was a representative from USEF shared the presentation on Pakistan US Alumni Network (PUAN), 
the largest alumni network in the world. Alumni also got a chance to interact with Guests from U.S. Consulate Karachi Belal 
Rizvi, Exchanges Coordinator, and Fareeha Fatima, Alumni Coordinator also shared their remarks about the event.

The SIE team gave a brief  session on how to take the initiative to start a project and the steps of  community service projects. 
This event encouraged alumni to carry out impactful projects and became a resource for them to connect with like-minded 
people.

YES Alumni Iftaar Meetup

To celebrate the festival of  Eid, 9 YES Alumni observed it by spending their 
time with the underprivileged segment of  their community. Four projects 
were carried out on April 30, May 1, 5 and 6 to strengthen their bond and 
keep alive the essence of  Eid at the societal level. After doing their part 
during the month of  Ramadan, YES Alumni managed to translate the true 
spirit of  Eid by bringing smiles to the faces of  children aged 6-15 years. 

Art Workshop for Eid Celebration and Miles of  Smiles were carried out for 
the children that engaged them in different forms of  art – dancing, singing, 
drawing, coloring, painting, storytelling, and giving them small gifts. 

These activities made them spend time with children who otherwise do not have their own families alongside activities for fun 
learning and interaction with them as they do not feel left out. A little effort with a big impact was at the primacy of  the YES 
Alumni which ultimately was a success and gave a greater benefit to the deserving children of  the orphanages and 
underprivileged schools – Darul Ehsaas Baitul Mal, Saya Trust Homes, and Islamabad Model College for Boys & Girls in 
Dhok Jauri. YES Alumni also distributed clothes to the deserving aged between 6-12 years old. YES alumni managed to 
benefit over 350 people in their communities. 

EID Celebration Project
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The SIE Online Summer Camp 2022 started on June 20  
for students who registered from all over Pakistan. This 
online camp was organized by Society for International 
Education for secondary school students. Same as in 
past years, SIE received an over whelming response 
from students of  different areas and regions of  
Pakistan. SIE received 1000+ registrations out of  
which 200+ were shortlisted to attend the training. 
Students were very excited to learn new skills who 
participated in this online camp from 20 cities of  
Pakistan.  SIE team planned various sessions including 
Blog Writing, 3D Modelling, Content Creation for 
YouTube, Tips on Logo Designing, and iEARN 
Collaborative Projects.
The first session about Blog Writing in which students 
learned to create a blog to express themselves. Hassan 
from Quetta said, "I had fun learning about different 
ways to express myself  and share my experiences 
through Blogs" Another participant from Karachi said, 
"It was such an amazing experience to learn about blog 
writing. You brushed up my knowledge about 
everything you told us today."

The week-long summer camp successfully came to end 
on June 27. Zahid Hussain from Hyderabad, who is 11 
years old said, "My experience with the whole summer 
camp is awesome. I loved the way of  lecture delivery 
and my favorite session was Content Creation on 
YouTube. Thanks a lot to all the teachers".
Ashtalfa Amjad from Lahore, who is twelve years old 
said, “All the summer camp was amazing I enjoyed it a 
lot and we also learned many new things. My favorite 
session was blog writing. Thank you to all the teachers 
to arrange these sessions and teaching us very well.”
Thirteen-year-old Jannat ul Maawa from Mirpur 
Mathelo said, “I learned a lot of  new skills from this 
program. It was full of  fun. My favorite session was 
logo designing, which will help me a lot in my future 
life. Today's class with fun energizers was also great as 
it was very interactive and interesting.”
Students who participated in all the sessions and 
completed the assignments got certificates. Students 
appreciated SIE’s efforts in providing this platform for 
learning and suggested organizing more sessions like 
these in the future.

Society for International Education 
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SIE PROGRAMS
SIE Youth Club Trainings

SIE Online Summer Camp 2022


